Knopp
touts

energy
initiative

MORWALK — The future of
the South Novwalk Trabn Ste-

tion ?-rtm%mnnge is looleing

On Monday, spsaking from
ihe train statlon, Mayor Alsx
Enopp announced bmprove-
mentz that pravide more ener
gy efficient lighting. The

rovemsnts will taka place
partment of Public Warim
:I.'a ities, as wall as the Wasle
Water Treatmant on South
Strest.

Al of the improvements,
which wre expected (o be ecm-
plvted within 90 days, will save
the city an cstimated 609,450
EW hours annually; aveid more
then 350,000 in annual energy
coxte, and more than 15 yeers
wili save the clly an estinualed
§663,000.

“Norwalk will be expanding
{t's 'smart government® anargy
conszrvation efforts by making
thess improvements,” Mayor
Hnaopp sald,
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Nuegen, Ine. of Middle-
town, did & detalled sudit of
the South Nerwalk Parlting
Gnroge end found that the
lighting fixtures were outdat-
ed, as thay were using ald Hao-
rescent technology and lnafli-
elent High Pressuce Sadiom
fixlures, '

Nxegen will financa the
throe now proposad projects at
&m0 pervent lntevest and will
require no up-front case pay-
mant by tha city

GCary Lane, vlca president of
Mxopgen, was an hand to ghow a
sample of the new lighting fix-
fure:

“Wa work with a lot of dI&
Ferent imuniclpalities, and Nor-
wallk has been very proactive
in energy consarvation, We're
proug (o be a part of this®
Lana sald.

The new lights are long and
rectangular, with bulbs that
Iast just es long as the current
Hehts and that are less sxpen-
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kive 1o replacesIn addition to
the quallty of fixture, the place-
ment of the lights will also
Improve the visibility in the
garage at night.

“The lights are currently sot
high In the ceiling, but we plan
to move them down lower, and
the length -and quality of the
new fxtures will provide more
security lo those getting their
gars at night," Lane said.

Mxegen has already complet-
ed similar enerpy conservation
programs at Norwallk City Hall,
the Norwalk Library and the

Board of. Education's central

Ihitchen.

"It's just as Lnportant to
imprave the guality of hghtmg
as well a5 conserve energy, and
where better to do that than at
the lbrary?" Knopp asked

_The cosL of replacing the
lighting [ixtures will be
$130,122 at the traln stetion,
$104,114 at the Department of
Public Works facillties, and
826,252 for the water Li'eatment
facilities. All of the payments
will be repald over a period of
72 months al zero percent
financing. During this term,
the annueal energy savings wﬂI
exceed the loan repayment to
Nxegen, and the remainder of
the savings will be caplured by
each facility, and ultimately the

Hxngan expects to start the
project within 60 days and
hopes to have it completed with-
in 90 days afler it commences.

The mayor sald these initia-
tives will help combat the antic-
ipated increases in electricity
coste that are assoclated with
the electricity constralnts in
southwestern Connecticut.

“By reducing city eloctricity
consumption, we can minimjra
the impact of these unfair fad-
eral pricing policies and reduce
congestion on the grid system
that services this area, which
can lead o avoided costs and
fewer brown-ouis for MNorc-
well," Mayor Knopp sald.




